WAR DEPARTMENT,
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No.1.
By appointment of the Presldent, I assome charge of the * Bureso of
Befugoes, Froosdmen amd Abandoned Lapds™

L...Commissioners will bo at onee appointed for the different Insurrection.
ary States, To thom will beentrusted thesupervision of abandomed Tnnds,
and the control of all saljects relating to refugess and froedinen in their
respective distriets.  All augents in the leld, however appointed, are request-
#il to report (o them the condition of their work, Refugees and fresdmen
not already providid for will inform then of their wants, Al appllcations
for relief will be referrad to them or thelr agents by post and district som.
randers.

11, .But it is vot the intention of Gevernment thot thi= Burvau shull
superseide the various benevolent organizations in the work of sdministering
relief,  This must sl by afforded by the benevolenes of the peaple througeh
their voluntary socleties, no Governmental appropriations having been made
for this purpose. The varions Commissioners will losk to thi asseciations
Iaborihg in their respective districts 2o provide as herctofore for the wants
of these destitute people.  Linvite therefore the contlmuanee and co.opers-
tion of such socicties. I trust they will still be generously supported by
thi people, nod 1 request them te send me their nomes, lists of their privefpal
oflicers, and a brief statement of their present-work,

IT1.. . The demands for Inbor are suffledent to afford employment to nearly
if mot quite all the wble bodied refingees wmd frecdmen. It will be the ohijset
of nll Commlssioners to Introduce pracileable sy=tems of eompensated Inbor:
wnd o this end, they will endesyvor to remeve the proudices of their late
mgsters unwilling to employ thelr former seryvanbs: to corroct the falss fm-
pressions gometimes enterfained by the freedmen that they con live withoud
lnbor, and to overcoms that false pride which reémders some of tho refugess
more willing to e supported in idlomess than to support themselves, While
a gemerons provision should be made for the aged, infirm and sick, the able
bodicd should e emeoursged wml i pecessary compelled to labor for their

oW n support.

[V ...The educstional nnd moral condition of these peaple will not e for.
gotten, The wtmost facility will be afforded to bemevolent and rellglous
organizations and Blate authorities, in the maintenance of good sehools { for
Hefugees and Freedmen, ) until o system of free sehools can be supported by
the re-orginised leesd Governments, Mesnwhile whenever schools are
broken up by any authorized agent of the Government, it {8 rogquested that
tho Mot aud sttendant cireamstianess e reported to this Burian,




a2

Lt e vopeat, thit Tn all this work it i not my parpose te supersede the
begevolent ngrmeios alveady oneared o i, but 1 svstematize and tneititage
them.

. O. HOWARD,
Major Gew'l, Coniniggloner Bureme of Refugees.
Fresdoen and Abandoned Danos.
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